


A Note From Our  
Board President 
2021 marks the 35th year the Rock Island Milan 
Education Foundation has been carrying forth our 
mission of “enhancing academic opportunities 
for student success”.  In the past two years, 
our total assets have grown over 40% due to 
the overwhelming support of our donors and 
continued market gains.

In August, students and teachers returned to 
their classrooms and schools committed to 
regaining time lost to the global pandemic and the 
subsequent online and blended learning. Because 
of your generosity, the foundation met these 
increased educational challenges with an even 
stronger show of support.  In May, we awarded 
$93,300 in scholarships and Austin Academic 
Achievement Awards to 43 seniors from the Class 
of 2021.  Presently, 67 scholarship opportunities 
are available to graduating seniors pursuing post-
secondary education and training. During the 
opening day Teacher Institute, RIMEF awarded 43 
PRIME Grants to teachers, departments, schools 
and multi-schools, totaling $90,214 for innovative 
programming and resources to encourage student 
engagement and increase learning opportunities.

Because of your foresight and generosity, we are 
able to impact the educational experience of over 
6,000 students.  Your investment is an investment 
in our future and a reflection of your belief in 
the value and necessity of a strong, competitive 
educational system for our children.  As we look 
at preserving our natural resources, we must 
remember our greatest resource - our children.  
With increased donations comes the ability to 
reach more students, more teachers, and support 
more learning opportunities.  Because of you, 
we will award 4 new scholarships to the Class of 
2022, and for the first time the foundation will 
support dual credit/dual enrollment opportunities 
for Rock Island High School students while 
increasing our commitment to vocational 
education and the trades.

You, our donors and benefactors, are the 
difference-makers.  Your presence is felt 
throughout the Rock Island-Milan school district 
each and every day.  We hope you will continue 
to support our mission of enhancing academic 
opportunities for student success.  Thank you!

Cindy Lukasik, President
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Recorded 10/1/2020 – 9/30/2021

SUPPORT

All Other
Program Support

24%

PRIME Grants Awarded
34%

INCubator Class Costs
6%

Scholarships
& Austin

Academic
Achievement

Awards
36%

REVENUE

Investment Income
& Market Gains

59%

General Fund
Donations

14%

Scholarship 
Contributions

21%

Other Restricted
Donations & Grants

6%

EXPENSES

Fundraising
4%

Student, Teacher, School 
Programs

53%

Management 
& General

17%

Scholarships & AAAA
26%

Revenue Expenses
Breakdown of

Program Support

General Fund
Donations to our General Fund support the work of the Rock Island-
Milan Education Foundation and help us make an impact throughout 
the Rock Island-Milan School District. All donations listed within this 
Annual Report were received from October 1, 2020 – September 30, 2021.

PRIME Grants
PRIME (Promoting Rock Island Milan Education) Grants provide 
opportunities for teachers, departments and schools to explore and 
purchase innovative programs or materials for their classrooms. 
PRIME Grants are supported, in part, by our Major Saver fundraiser, 
our yearly allocations for giving, and donations given directly to the 
PRIME Grant Fund.

Austin Academic Achievement Awards
For 41 years, the Austin Academic Achievement Awards has 
celebrated the academic excellence of our Rock Island High School 
students. At the Austin Academic Achievement Awards and 
Scholarship Night “Top Ten” students from each class are recognized, 
and the top 2 seniors in 8 academic areas are rewarded with 
scholarships. Generous donations from the contributors listed in this 
report were made for the awards given via video on May 13, 2021.

Honorarium/Memorial Contributions
Contributions to the Education Foundation are sometimes given 
to honor or memorialize a family member, friend, community 
leader, or alumnus/alumna. These contributions may be directed 
to a scholarship, a program, or to our general fund. These gifts are 
a wonderful way to remember or honor someone in your life while 
supporting our students and schools.  

Scholarship Contributions 
The Education Foundation currently administers 43 named 
scholarships providing up to 67 individual awards ranging from $500 
- $5,000. From October 1, 2020 – September 30, 2021, the individuals 
listed made donations to establish or sustain the scholarships we 
award to our deserving Rock Island High School Seniors.

Direction of Support Accomplishments
Through an unprecedented year, the Rock Island-Milan Education 
Foundation supported new strategies to keep students engaged in 
times of both blended and remote learning. With your donations, 
PRIME Grants funded STEM kits that promoted thinking outside 
of the box and developing problem solving skills, online reading 
resources, and biology projects that helped students understand 
how disease is spread. With your donations, students at all levels 
in the RIMSD continued to learn. Your AAAA and scholarship gifts 
told our seniors that their futures matter. Perhaps the biggest 
accomplishment of the over $280,000 contributed to the RIMSD was 
the investment you made in our childrens' education. With your 
generosity, the the Education Foundation:

• Awarded 69 RIMEF Named and Austin Academic 
Achievement Award scholarships totaling $93,300 and 
recognized 95 “Top Ten” freshmen, sophomores, juniors, and 
seniors for the Austin Academic Achievement Awards and 
Scholarships presented May 13, 2021. 

• Paid program fees for the INCubator.edu class at RIHS and 
awarded $10,000 in prize money at the Final Pitch for 3 
winning teams. INCubator total: $15,000.

• Presented 43 PRIME Grants to 46 teachers totaling $90,214 
for innovative classroom programs and materials in the 
2021-2022 school year.

• Provided HAVlife funds allowing students ages 10-15 
to participate in extra-curricular activities which they 
otherwise could not afford and for students outside of those 
age parameters, gave additional financial assistance for 
Rock Island-Milan based activities. 

• Welcomed 74 new teachers, principals, and counselors 
with “Welcome Bags” filled with nearly $5,000 in gift cards 
and supplies  to help establish classrooms/offices, RIMEF 
information, and other treats.

• Provided over $65,000 in additional ”other” classroom assistance.



General Fund Donations
Donations received October 1, 2020 – September 30, 2021

Director V
($50,000+)
Sue (Farrow) & Jerry Horton

Director IV  
($25,000 – $49,999)
Arthur John Hass, III

Director III
($10,000 – $24,999)
HAVlife: Hunter Aaron Vondran  
 Memorial Foundation

Director II
($5000 – $9,999)
Linda & Ken Cutler
Alfaretta Young Estate

Director I
($1000 – $4999)
Ellen Boeye
Marji & Pryce T. Boeye
Karen & Jim Collins
Nita Eagle-Frink & Robert Frink
Gwen & Gary Kennelly
Ann & David Koch
Margaret Sheeran &  
 Tom Manteuffel
Dave Markward
Janet & Norm Moline
Sue & Mike Oberhaus
Kitty & Ray Nolin
Publishing Concepts
QCSportsNet – Ken Jacoby
Debbie & Mark Schwiebert
Dorothy & Peter Sebastian
Cosette Shrader
Sara & Mike Thoms
Stuart & Mary Thoms Foundation
Mary & Seiji Yoshioka

Superintendent’s Circle
($500 – $999)
Carol & Earnest Beane
Birdies for Charity Bonus Fund
Molly Patton, Mary Jo Boynton, &
 Strib Boynton 
Barb & Brian Cady
Edwards Creative
Linda & Russ Kennel
Judith & Larry Linder
Cindy & Fred Lukasik
Jay P. Mayesh
Martin Rich

Dennis Sears
Randi & Gary Segal
Patty & Craig Tillman
Marlyne & David Weiner

Principal  
($250 – $499)
Bob Barton
Al Block
Chris & Vic Boblett
Beverly & Duane Bonsall
Debbie Bradbard & Herb Carmen
Lori Lefstein & Michael Diamond
Patricia & Lowell Dorman
John Downing
Chris Elsberg – State Farm Insurance
Karen & John Frieden
Ian & Monique Frink
Richard Gaylord
Sheila & Paul Guse
Nancy & Bill Hass
Rose Ann & Jim Hass
Mike Hodge
Nancy & Doug Hultquist
Nancy & Steve Johnson
Susan & Terrill Johnson
Lisa & Jon Loquist
Jim MacMillan
Sue & Paul McDevitt
Kim & Rick Miers
Helen & Gary Miner
Candy & Tom Pastrnak
Karen & John Phillips
Monta & Mike Ponsetto
Penny & Robert Ramsey
Ruhl&Ruhl REALTORS
Jane & Dave Strickler
Kari & Brandan Taber
Whitey’s Ice Cream

Valedictorian
($100 – $249)
Gary Ackerson
Barbara & Lawrence Ashpole
Ann Austin
Mary & Robert Bacon
Ginny & Ed Bauersfeld
Laura & Louis Belby
Nancy & Larry Bennett
Pryce Boeye
Bozeman, Neighbor, Patton, & Noe
Gertrude & Walter Braud
Emilie Braughton
Norman Brunswig

Barb Buranek-Lindahl
Nancy Califf
Chris Cancialosi
Diane & Dave Carnithan
Mary Ellen Carstens
Dan & Mark Churchill and staff
Kay & Stan Coin
Valerie & Lynn Cunningham
Cleo Dalamaggas
Louise & Jim Davis
Susan Dechert
Rebecca & Dave Deopere
Dohrn Transfer – Gary Dohrn
Rebecca & John Each
Suzanne & Jim Eagle
Doris Engstrom
Dennis Gerber
Alan Hallene
Charles Hanssen
Pat & John Henneman
Donna & Kenneth Hill
Lorey Hillyer
Judy & Ted Hinze
Dora Hoben
Jill Hoff
Carol & Jim Horstmann
Rhoda & Bob Humphrey
Julie & Doug Humphrey
IMPACT Illowa Construction   
 Labor & Management Council
Robyn & Alan Jensen
Carol & Ted Johnson
Joy Saylor Johnson
Kathy & Jerry Jones
Joseph Kaplan
Kayleen & Robert Kessler
Shirley Dooley Knight
Mary Kvamme
D’Ann & Robert Lagerblade
Eileen & Joseph LeCluyse
Mary Ann Linden
Lundgren Family Chiropractic
Marlene & Al Marble
Mary & Trent Marquis
Rickey & David Martin
Jan Masamoto
Jane & John McClean
James McDonald
Buffy & Lee McLaughlin
Bettina McWilliams
Barbara & Michael Miller
Carole & Bob Monke
Sandra & Lawrence Mortier
Karen & Jerry Murphy

Sue & Jerry Murphy
Karen & Peter Nyman
Lori & Ted Pappas
Barbara & Robert Park
Matthew Phares
Cynthia & Steve Pressly
Rafferty Funeral Home
Jean & Tom Roche
Teresa & Dave Rockwell
Suzan Rowley
Kathy & Chad Ruggeberg
Dee Runnels
Sanitary Cleaners
Teresa & Doug Scherer
Jean & Dwight Schwertley
Marie Siebke
Pam & Phil Siegert
Lisa & Tim Sparkman
Susan & James Spurgetis
Marianne & Ron Stablein
Don Stanec
Jim Strayer
Debbi & Bob Swanson
Erlane Tait
Molly Teigland
Elizabeth Eagle & James Teros
Ann & Bill Thomas
Bob Thompson
Donald Thompson
Nancy Thompson
Zaiga & John Thorson
Michelle & John Timmer
Tri-City Building & Construction  
 Trades Council
Margaret Tweet
Steve Magly & Mike Wenninger
Sandy & Don Wentler
Colette & John Westensee
Karen Ylinen

Dean’s List  
($50 – $99)
Jane Ander
Bruce Andich
Arlene Axup
Ann Balderson
Linda & Jeff Barnes
Fred Behnken
Karen & William Bibee
Nan & Alan Blackwood
Karen Brooke
Pamela Chapman
Gail & Mark DeBarr
Mary & Tracy Doonan
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General Fund Donations (continued)
Donations received October 1, 2020 – September 30, 2021

PRIME Grant Donations
  Donations received October 1, 2020 – September 30, 2021

Mary Beth & Art Eggers
Debbie & Bill Fitzsimmons
Loren & Patricia Flater
Gary Freers
Glenna & Randy Friel
Linda Golden
Susan & Terry Gordon
Kathleen & Jim Granger
Marvel Green
Ted Grevas
Margie & Jon Gundling
Bob Gustafson
Julie & Paul Hansen
Elizabeth Hofsas & Mary Brodd Hofsas
Carolyn & Ardo Holmgrain
Rita Beardslee Ingwersen
Katherine Johnson
Mary & Jack Knepp
Kathryn Litherland
Jaclyn & Alvaro Macias
Bob Marquis
Teresa & James Mesich
Linda & Art Milton
Jennifer & Brian Mohr
Roxanne & Frank Nowinski

Anna & Mike Philhower
Judith Ponou
Julie & John Potter
Cheryl Prather
Vernon Redd, Sr.
Sally & Chuck Scott
Donald Siegel
Edna & Billy Sowards
Toby Kavensky Stone
Jenni & Kai Swanson
Martha & Gerald Taylor
Clara Thompson
Jim Tolson
Ellen Tsagaris
Jack Tumbleson
Peggy Ander Vorona
Beverly & Doug Walker
Jody & Bill Walker
Patricia Walkup
Lois Wehner
Galen Westerfield
Betsy & John Wheelan
Michelle & Curtis Whisler
Marybeth Doden & William Whitten

Honor Roll  
(up to $50)
Vicki Hess & Dennis Anderson
Marla & Steve Andich
Mary & Charley Arnold
Dave Benson
Nick Bleuer
Mary & Bruce Boehm
Debbie & Mark Bohman
Mary Brooks
Carla Butler
Sally Chumbley
Nancy & Nick Coin
Jeff Condit
Martha & Jeff Dismer
Alan Dockterman
Fran & Reed Doughty
Denise & Gordon Ellingsworth
Dan Fay
Helen & Michael Haney
David Harkey
Kathy & Don Healy
Lynn & Gary Hirsch
Richard Holtman
Jane & Kevin Koski

Susan & Wesley Llewellyn
Rita & Bill Martin
JoEllen & Jeff Maurus
Jane McGinnis
Karen & Ken Meyer
Ann Miller
Ellen Mulder
David Napsky
Dee & Paul Noe
April Palmer
Virginia Plutz
Jeanice Rich
Linda & Gary Rowe
Sharon & Steve Sample
Patricia Scott
Judith Ann Seefeldt
Nadyne Stockhecke
Linda & Don Sullivan
Nancy & Ron Taber
Sally & John Thompson
Kym & Jeff Vandygriff
Cindy & Dave VanLandegen
Judy & Larry Weindruch
Gloria & Steve Wisley
Barbara & Frank Youngquist

Director II ($5,000 – $9,999)
Junior Board of Rock Island

Director I ($1,000 – $4,999)
Doris and Victor Day Foundation
Rauch Family Foundation

Superintendent’s Circle ($500 – $999)
Edwards Creative
Chris Elsberg – State Farm Insurance
Michael Hartman

Principal ($250 – $499)
Sandy & Don Wentler

Valedictorian ($100 – $249)
Diana & Brian Alm
Bruce Andich
Marla & Steve Andich
Nancy Califf
Suzanne & Jim Eagle
Nancy Gailbraith

Diane Gilliland
Michele Maki
Ellen & Roger Pohlman
Cheryl Prather
Margaret Tweet
Char & Pat Verschoore

Dean’s List ($50 – $99)
Linda & John Jacobs
Carla & Tom McGreevey

Arnold Olson
Shari & Robert Tomich
Marcia & John Wetzel

Honor Roll (up to $50)
Judith & Thomas Fox
Terry & Susan Gordon
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Austin Academic Achievement
Award Night Contributors

Donations received May 10, 2020 –  May 9, 2021

$1,000+
Ann Austin
RI-Milan Booster Club
William J. Schwegler
Valley Construction
Dphilms

$500 – $999
Nanette Albracht
Carl Boetticher
Nita Eagle-Frink & Robert Frink
GECU – Gas & Electric Credit Union
IMEG Corporation
Joannides Family Foundation
Janet & Norm Moline
Nikulski Financial, Inc.
Sue & Mike Oberhaus
Linda & Gary Rowe
Wendel Swan
Patty & Craig Tillman
Jean Kuehl Tuech

$250 – $499
Cheryl Faidley & Dee Ahuja
Richard Arnell
Carol & Earnest Beane
BITCO Insurance
Danielle & Jeremy Blackwood
Beverly & Duane Bonsall
Bowman Accounting
Barb & Brian Cady
Crawford Company
Sue & Al Fensterbusch
Monique & Ian Frink
Group O, Inc.
Sheila & Paul Guse
Julie & Paul Hansen
Rose Ann & Jim Hass
I.B.E.W. Local Union #145
IMPACT: Illowa Construction Labor &
  Management Council
Linda & Russ Kennel
Becca & Jared Kitterman
Marion Lardner
Cindy & Fred Lukasik
Earle McBride
Sue & Paul McDevitt
Geralyn & John McEvoy
Helen & Gary Miner
Modern Woodmen of America
Sarah & David Moline
Mary Osborn
Ginny & Ed Payton
Monta & Mike Ponsetto
Nancy Schwegler
Thomas Schwegler
Carolyn Eagle & Rick Simmon
Georgia & Bob Steeber
Elizabeth Eagle & James Teros
Sara & Mike Thoms
Virdi Eye Clinic
Colette & John Westensee
Vicki Wetzel
W.F. Scott Decorating, Inc.
Whitey’s Ice Cream

$100 – $249
Phyllis Ahlstrand
Allmakes Office Furniture
Bruce Andich
Marsha Ash
Elise Ashpole
Julie & Dean Bacon
Ann Balderson
Bob Barton
Dorothy Beck
Nancy & Larry Bennett
Christie & Patrick Berryhill
Blackhawk Bank & Trust
Julie & Bob Blew
Virginia Blinn
Judy & Bob Blomgren
Marji & Pryce Boeye
Gertrude & Walter Braud
Mark Brooks
Brenda & Alan Carmen
Carpentier, Mitchell, Goddard, & Co.
Nancy & George Coin
Shirley & Richard Cole
Kathleen & Robert Connell
Diane & Terry Crawford
Lorrie & Pete Dasso
Kathy & Dan Davis
Candy Canik & Dave Dehnel
Roxie & Paul Delcourt
Becky & David Deopere
Lori Lefstein & Michael Diamond
Patricia & Lowell Dorman
Marie & Achiel Dupont
Marilou & Charles Dyson
Suzanne & Jim Eagle
Karen & John Frieden
Dara Wegman-Geedey & Kevin Geedey
Hammar & Associates
M Joyce Hanna
Charles Hanssen
Sandy Hass
Connie Hayek
Michael Higgins
Lorey Moore Hillyer
Mary Hines
Hungry Hobo
The Original Huckleberry’s Great   
Pizza & Calzones
Illinois Casualty Company
Alice & Randy Jacobs
Susan & Jerry Janecke
Lana & Steven Johannes
Carol & Ted Johnson
Joelyn & Bill Kempf
Mindelle Kershner
Kayleen & Roger Kessler
Susan & Peter Kivisto
Carol & Gary Kramer
Langman Construction
Ruth & Dan Lee
Harry Lester
Lisa & Jon Loquist
Nancy Luckenbill
Lundgren Family Chiropractic

Patricia & Mike Matson
Lois & Ben McAdams
McCarthy, Callas, & Feeney, P.C.
Jane McGinnis
Diane & Greg Moroni
Carroll & Vicky Morrow
Bob Motz
Ronna & Stephen Nitekman
Karen & Peter Nyman
Jeanne & David O’Melia
Dimitri Papageorgiou
Barbara & Robert Park
Patricia Barron & Keith Petersen
Virginia Johnson & Don Peterson
Anna & Mike Philhower
Karen & John Phillips
Cynthia & Steve Pressly
Quad City Orthodontics
Rafferty Funeral Home
Annie Robinson
Jean & Tom Roche
Teresa & Dave Rockwell
Anne & Mario Rodriguez
Barbara & Phillip Salstrom
Alexandra Choroshenko Sandway-
  Gutekunst
Sanitary Cleaners
Debbie & Mark Schwiebert
Nancy & Jack Schick
EH Schroder Insurance Agency
Kathee & Steve Seiver
Cosette Shrader
Diane & John Slover
Gary Snyder
Bill Stengel
Sandy Stoit
Jane & Dave Strickler
Nancy Strohl
Debbi & Bob Swanson
Erlane Tait
Molly Teigland
Bill Thonn
Marie & Richard Timmer
Betty Lou & Lee Tobin
Shari & Robert Tomich
Sue Traver
Alice & Kevin Traylor
Tri-City Building & Construction
  Trades Council
Jan & Jerry Tutskey
Kym & Jeff Vandygriff
Maura & Jacob Vroman
Lois Wehner
Sandy & Don Wentler
Wheelan-Pressly Funeral Homes
Linda & Robert Wilson
Don Woooten
Mary & Seiji Yoshioka
Deloros Young

$50 – $99
Mary & Alan Andich
Barbara & Lawrence Ashpole
Marge & Fred Attwood

Mary Bartman
Laura & Louis Belby
Mary & Bruce Boehm
Emilie Braughton
Christine & Joel Chapman
Jean Dasso
Gail & Mark DeBarr
Alan Dockterman
Carol Drish
Karen Erickson
Dan Fay
Loren & Patricia Flater
Glenna & Randy Friel
Janice & Greg Golz
Carol & Bill Greathouse
Nancy & Ed Hanna
Kathy & Don Healy
Dora Hoben
Julie & Doug Humphrey
Rita Beardslee Ingwersen
Robin & Bill Jorgesen
Linda C. Lindy
Carla & Tom McGreevey
Nancy McManus
Karen & Jerry Murphy
Susan & Gregory Murphy
Mary & Jeff Newcomb
Dee & Paul Noe
Picture Perfect Travel
Barbara Waters Pitz
Vernon Redd, Sr.
Sandra Reid
Frank Robinson
Robert Shuda
Martha & Gerald Taylor
Liz Thulin
Dorothy & Jeff Tubbs
Margaret Tweet
John Wetzel
Christy & Thom Wignall
Barbara & Frank Youngquist
Joyce & Preston Zawada

Up to $49
Rita Currier
Up to $49 (cont.)
Wanda Kinnan Fordham
Toni & Steve Gasper
Rita Greathouse
Pat & John Henneman
Susan & Wesley Llewellyn
Rita & Bill Martin
Marge Early Scharer
Susan Sikkema
Mary Ann & Randy Slusser
Mike Soboroff
Richard Thomas
Brenda & John Turnbull
Gloria & Steve Wisley
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Honorarium / Memorial Contributions
  Donations received October 1, 2020 – September 30, 2021

Jared Carver
Alan Hallene

Tom Chappell
Alan Hallene

Joan Deyo Heth Claussen
Barbara & Michael Miller
Patricia Scott

Constance Coin Contes
Matthew Phares

James Coryn
Pryce Boeye

Devinney Family
Eleanor Devinney Cook

Grant & Nathan Fackel
Joe Fackel

Claire Fackel-Darrow
Joe Fackel

Nancy Farrar
Cindy & Fred Lukasik
Carol & Ted Johnson

Judi & John Harland
Megan McGinn

Mark K. Keim
James McDonald

Reginald Lawrence, Sr.
Cindy & Fred Lukasik

Stuart Lefstein
Lori Lefstein & Michael Diamond
Teresa & James Mesich
Karen & John Phillips
Ellen Tsagaris

Jon Lindahl
Barb Buranek-Lindahl

Paulette M. Mayernick
James McDonald

David McFarland
Linda & Gary Rowe

Phyllis Vandekerckhove
     Meade
Mary & Wayne Stout 

R. Dale Owen
Mary & Tracy Doonan
Kathleen & Jim Granger
IMPACT Illowa Construction, 
    Labor, & Management Council
Jaclyn & Alvaro Macias
Ann Miller
Jennifer & Brian Mohr
Ellen Mulder
Janice Rich

Fred & Lance Patton
Mary Jo Boynton
Strib Boynton
Molly Patton

Don Payton
Cindy & Fred Lukasik

John Phillips
Zaiga & John Thorson

Linda R. Schmits
Pat & John Hennemen
Judy Waters

Donna Schoeck
Cindy & Fred Lukasik
Monta & Mike Ponsetto

William “Bill” Scott
Mary & Jack Knepp
Karen & John Phillips
Sharon & Steve Sample

William “Bill” Snyder
Ginny & Ed Bauersfeld
Nan & Alan Blackwood
Mary & Bruce Boehm
Marji & Pryce T. Boeye
Pryce Boeye
Karen Brooke
Pamela Chapman
Dan & Mark Churchill and staff
Nancy & Nick Coin
Kay & Stan Coin
Fran & Reed Doughty
Debbie & Bill Fitzsimmons
Karen & John Frieden
Glenna & Randy Friel
Marvel Green
Ted Grevas
Rose Ann & Jim Hass
Nancy & Bill Hass
Carol & Ted Johnson
Linda & Russ Kennel
Kayleen & Roger Kessler
D’Ann & Bob Lagerblade
Mary Ann Linden
Lori Lefstein & Michael Diamond
Mary & Trent Marquis
Jane & John McClean
Sue & Paul McDevitt
Karen & Ken Meyer
David Napsky
Bozeman, Neighbour, Patton, & Noe
Barbara & Robert Park
Candy & Tom Pastrnak
Monta & Mike Ponsetto
Julie & John Potter
Cheryl Prather
Dee Runnels
Jean & Dwight Schwertley

Debbie & Mark Schwiebert
Judith Ann Seefeldt
Marie Siebke
Elizabeth Eagle & James Teros
Sally & John Thompson
Nancy Thompson
Jody & Bill Walker
Beverly & Doug Walker
Colette & John Westensee
Barbara & Frank Youngquist

Michael Swanson
Mary & Charley Arnold
Ann Austin
John Austin
Debbie & Mark Bohman
Beverly & John Bonsall
Julie & Paul Hansen
David Harkey
Judy & Ted Hinze
Linda & Russ Kennel
Linda & Art Milton
Nancy & Ron Taber
Elizabeth Eagle & James Teros

Deb & Keith Taber
Kari & Brandan Taber

Sue Vize
Cindy & Fred Lukasik

Bill Waters
Barbara Waters Pitz

Sheldon “Shelly” Weiner
Marlyne & David Weiner

Charles C. Wilson
Pryce Boeye



Charles O. Austin Leadership 
Scholarship
IMPACT – Illowa Construction     
 Labor & Management Council
John Austin

Carol S. Barkan Scholarship
Rachel Barkan
Steve Barkan

RIHS Class of 1961 Scholarship
Nancy Barbaro
Clara & Ray Bulens
Linda & Mike Denoma
Dan Fay
Doug Humphrey
Maryann Ruud Lezotte
Judith and Richard Moffitt
Kae & Joe Morgan
David Peterson
Ron Schmits
Randi & Gary Segal
Mary & Wayne Stout
Tom Taber

RIHS Class of 1963  
First in the Family Scholarship
Vicki Birdsell-Baker
Jack Fields
Judi & John Harland
Lorey Hillyer
Robyn & Alan Jensen
Gwendolyn Zwicker Kennelly
Ted Maxeiner
Megan McGinn
Jacqui Robertson
Karen Shifo 
Diane & John Slover

Elizabeth Eagle & James Teros
RIHS Class of 1965 Scholarship
Debbie & Greg Bonnett
Bob Nederbrock

Stanley H. Coin Business 
Scholarship
Kay & Stan Coin

Donald E. Devinney Business &   
    Business Education Scholarship
Eleanor Devinney Cook
Karen & Donald Devinney

Barbara Fackel AVID Scholarship
Joe Fackel
Kelly Fackel
Mary & Ralph Radloff

Ray and Elva Haberthur      
 Memorial Scholarship
Karen Leonard

Hass Family Scholarship
Katherine & Mike Boehm
 Ashley & James Hass Family 
Charitable Foundation
Paige & David Hass
Rose Ann & Jim Hass

Heart of a Rock Scholarship
Latesha Barolette
Daniel Ellard, Ellard Law PLLC
Jerraco Johnson
Milan Optimist Club
Alec Peterson
Kelly & Steve Peterson
Elijah Roberts

Kelli Roberts
Triona Roberts
Alex Ross
Megan Wilson
Tonya Wright

Donavin J. Keim Scholarship
Mary & Robert Milas
Roberta Milas & Mitchell Lopez

R. Decker Magee Scholarship
Peter Johnson

Herb Niemann Scholarship 
Lynn & James Cimfel
Kay Niemann
Toni & Ted Niemann
Janet Pauly

R. Dale Owen “Be the Light”   
 Memorial Scholarship
Ascentra Credit Union Foundaton

Miles W. Rich Family Scholaship
Miles Rich

Darrell & Mary Anne Reynolds  
 Scholarship
Mary Anne & Darrell Reynolds

Darrell & Mary Anne Reynolds  
 Automotive Scholarship
Mary Anne & Darrell Reynolds

Jayovontae “Jaree” Roberts   
 Scholarship
Latesha Barolette
Jerraco Johnson

Carolyn Jones
Iesha Jones
Vanessa Roberts

Fred Houlton “Service Above Self”  
 Rock Island Rotary Scholarship
Rotary Club of Rock Island

Louis and Chet Schultz Scholarship
Everett McDowell
Shockley Foundation

Terry Stephens Memorial   
 Scholarship
June & Jim Burgess
Lisa & Kevin Corrigan
Hilltop Tavern, Tim Kavanaugh
Meghan & DJ Jarvis
Jane McGinnis
William Steinert
Eva & Frankie Stephens
Stephanie Stephens
Sandy & Don Wentler

Elizabeth Kennel Williams   
 Scholarship
Jack Barrows
Nancy & Bill Hass
Linda & Russ Kennel
Cindy & Fred Lukasik

Rosemary Woodward Scholarship
Rock Island Community   
 Foundation

DW Young Memorial Scholarship
Deloros Young

Scholarship Contributions
Donations received October 1, 2020 - September 30, 2021
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Donors by State 
Total 1,877 - $3,996,968.67  (as of 8/26/21)  
42 States (plus DC & France)

9

Nationwide Support

The map above displays the number of generous donors to the Rock Island-Milan Education Foundation per state. More 
importantly, it reflects the unique loyalty current and former Rock Island-Milan residents have for Rock Island and their desire 
to give back to our schools. Coast to coast alumni, families, businesses/corporations and others who simply believe in our mission 
help us profoundly impact and benefit the students of the Rock Island-Milan School District.  (RIMSD)

If you live in:
• Alaska • Nevada • Rhode Island
• Delaware • New Hampshire • Vermont
• Louisiana • North Dakota

please make your donation of support and turn your state RED for the RIMSD!  



Rock Island - Milan Education Foundation Scholarships

Austin Academic Achievement Awards – Departmental

Charles O. Austin Leadership Scholarship $2,000: Calvin Banks
Carole S. Barkan Scholarship $500: Kaylea Roessler
Boeye Family Scholarship $1,000: Colton Sigel
Grant W. and Virginia M. Brissman Scholarship $4,000: Maura Chandler
Class of 1961 Scholarship $1,250 (each): Jaylen Brozovich, Maura    
 Chandler, Ravon Johnson-Taylor, Chloe Killian, Abbigale Rasmussen,   
 Colton Sigel, Erin Teggatz, Ashley Testa
Class of 1963 “First in the Family” Scholarship $1 ,000: Ravon    
 Johnson-Taylor
Class of 1965 Scholarship $500: Marriyon Rogers
Stanley H. Coin Business Scholarship $1,000: Trevor Beckman
Donald E. Devinney Business and Business Education Scholarship   
 $4,000: Trevor Beckman
Barbara Fackel AVID Scholarship $1,000: Kristina Smith
Ben D. and Nancy K. Brown Farrar Scholarship $2,000: Gabriel Nightingale
Rick Gilliland Scholarship $500: Abbigale Rasmussen
Ray and Elva Haberthur Memorial Scholarship $2,000: Ravon    
 Johnson-Taylor
Hass Family Scholarship $1,000: Charly Heber-Spates
Heart of a “Rock” Scholarship $1,000: Bell New
The Amy Helpenstell Liberal Arts Scholarship $1,000: Jonathan Knuth
Derek James Jackson Art Scholarship $500: Riley Ellis
Tyler John Memorial Scholarship $1,000: Lainey Benson
Jumer’s Casino and Hotel Scholarship $3,000: Say Say; $2,000: JaRaya Carr,   
 $1,000: Blake Zahner
Judith A. Katz Fine Arts Scholarship $4,000: Donovan Garro
Donavin J. Keim Scholarship $500 Football: Jaylen Brozovich;    
 Wrestling: Kyle Gant

R. Decker Magee Memorial Scholarship $500: Evan Elliott
Marler Clark Science Scholarship $2,000: Allyson Smithson
Mollie Montgomery Scholarship $2,000: Sher Lei
Herb Niemann Scholarship $1,200: Eleanor Blew
Charlie White / Richard Klatt Purple Tuna Creativity Scholarship   
 $500: Alisia Sarver
Darrell and Mary Anne Reynolds Scholarship $1,000: Andrea Rangel
Darrell and Mary Anne Reynolds Automotive Scholarship $1,000:   
 Gabriel Nightingale
Miles W. Rich Family Scholarship $4,000: Kristina Smith
Jayovontae “Jaree” Roberts Scholarship $500 Education: Chloe Killian;   
 $500 Music: Emma Widick
RIMEF Scholarship (Vocational) $1,000: Payton Cassidy
RIMEF Scholarship (2 Year College/Jr. College) $1,000: Logan Wyers 
RIMEF Scholarship (4 Year College) $1,000: Noah Rettig
Rock Island Rotary “Service Above Self” Scholarship $1,000:    
 Cassidy DeMeyer
Rock Island Township Scholarship $1,000: Emma Widick
Chet Schultz Scholarship $1,000: Kyle Gant
Terry Stephens Memorial Scholarship $500 Baseball: Ravon    
 Johnson-Taylor; $500 Softball: Kaylea Roessler 
Elizabeth Kennel Williams Scholarship $1,000: Bell New
Women’s Computer Science, IT, and Math Scholarship $500: Ashley Testa
Rosemary Woodward Scholarship $500: Emily Pearson
DW Young Memorial Scholarship $4,000: Rachel Loomis

RIHS Seniors Receive $93,000 in Scholarships

Scholarship Award
First Place 
$1,500

Second Place
$1,200

Business Colton Sigel Payton Cassidy

Career & Technical Education Blake Zahner Ethan Hinds

Engllish Say Say Lily Paw

Fine Arts Riley Ellis Calvin Banks

Mathematics Noaah Rettig Tiffany O'Leary

Science Renee Farmer Donovan Garro

Social Studies Macy O'Mary Bujeni Itangishatse

World Languages Logan Wyers JaRaya Carr

View our "virtual" awards ceremony!
Go to YouTube.com and search: 

 2021 RIMEF AAAA & Scholarships
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Teacher Grants:
Kristen Adams, RICMS:  $839.99 – Empowering  
 Student Choice with Classroom Environment
Cindy Arkebauer, Eugene Field:  $1,500.00 – Making a  
 Mark with Makerspace
Danielle Blackwood, RICMS:  $1,500.00 – First Grade  
 Fixer Upper
Katy Bohan, Eugene Field:  $989.97 – Eagles Wobble,  
 But They Don’t Fall Down!
John Dowdal, Thomas Jefferson:  $1,440.00 –  
 Flexible Seating
Laura Erickson, Longfellow:  $1,218.14 – Global  
 Understanding for Global Citizens
Brooke Greenwood, Frances Willard:  $1,500.00 –  
 Relaxed and Flexible
Betty Hall, RI Academy:  $1,500.00 – Flexing Our  
 Minds with Flexible Seating
Henry Hall, Earl Hanson:  $957.00 – Empowering and  
 Engaging Students with the Interactive Whiteboard 
Misty Judd, RI Academy:  $1,500.00 – Cozy   
 Classroom Library
Ben Kirgan, RIHS:  $715.44 – Future Storm Forecasters
Jacqueline Krone Franks, RICMS:  $1,475.45 – Flex & Store
Kim Laingen, Washington Jr. High:  $1,200.00 –  
 Cooking and Life Skills
Christopher LaRoche, RIHS:  $1,338.00 – Round and  
 Round It Goes (Where it stops only science knows!)
Stacy Lofgren, RICMS:  $1,100.00 – A Magnet for Success
Meghan Miers, RIHS: $1,500.00 – The Cooking Life  
 Skills Project
Julie Pearson, RIHS: $1,004.58 – Classroom Library
Shaya Smith, RICMS: $1,250.83 – Reading Renovation
Venessa Taylor, RICMS: $1,500.00 – School to Work
Tina Tyson, Thomas Jefferson: $1,500.00 – All  
 About Science
Bailie Vandygriff, Earl Hanson: $957.00 – Interactive  
 Learning with Technology
Laurie Vroman, RIHS: $717.00 – Studying   
 Ecosystems with Eco-columns
Chad Wickard, RICMS: $1,500.00 – For the Love of  
 Learning III
Logan Wynn, RIHS: $1,500.00 – Badminton/  
 Pickleball Net Set

 
 

 
 
 
 

Departmental/School Grants:
Diana Bush, Earl Hanson:  $3,000.00 – Cultural  
 Exposure Through Reading a Variety of   
 Multicultural Literature 
Tia-Farrah Edwards, TMLC:  $3,000.00 – Empowering  
 Potential and Career Exploration via   
 Kinestetich Learning
Kimberly Gardner, Frances Willard:  $2,656.45 – General  
 Music Makes a Comeback!
Mara Goodvin, Ridgewood:  $1,564.32 – Let’s Hear  
 You PLAY!
Kristina Koos & Sara Marner, Frances Willard:   
 $3,000.00 – Structured Teaching/Sensory  
 Friendly Environment
Nikki Melody, Frances Willard:  $3,000.00 – On  
 Target, On Time for Success
Eric Nesbitt, Denkmann:  $3,000.00 – Gymnasium  
 Health and Safety
Tara Niemeier & Mandi Stout, Longfellow:    
 $3,000.00 – Perspectives Through Picture Books
Angie Paprocki/Jennifer Knuth/Mary Justin,  
 Denkmann:  $3,000.00 – Hey Kindergarten -  
 Let’s Build! 
Andrea Parer, RIHS:  $3,000.00 – Growing and Intervening
Suzanne Rakestraw, Denkmann:  $2,000.00 – Leader in  
 Me 7 Habits Gardening Tools for Success
Andrew Vogel, WJHS:  $3,000.00 – Warrior TV -  
 Publications 
Dennis Weiss, Eugene Field:  $3,000.00 – Expeditionary  
 Eagles Using Drones
Logan Wynn, RIHS:  $3,000.00 – Dungeon  
 Exercise Equipment
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Multi-School Grants:
Ramona Dixon, District:  $5,000.00 – School Supplies  
 for the 1st Day…and Beyond!
Mara Goodvin, Music K-6:  $5,000.00 – Blue Sky  
 Music Makers
Jessica Matherly, District:  $5,000.00 – Rocky  
 Resource Room
Krystall Trice, District:  $5,000.00 – Family  
 Engagement that Improves Student   
 Achievement

Barbara Fackel PRIME Grant 
Recipient:
Kiley VanOpdorp, Longfellow: $790.00 – Lion’s  
 Environmental Pride

2021 – 2022 PRIME Grants Awards
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Thank You 

“There is no greater return than an 
investment in a child’s education.” Your 
gifts are an investment in the future of 
each student within our district. Your 
generous donations to the Rock Island-
Milan Education Foundation facilitate 
programs, fund innovative materials 
and projects, provide technologies, and 
help further the education of RIHS 
seniors. By helping us to “enhance 
academic opportunities for student 
success,” YOU are making a difference 
for the students of the Rock Island-
Milan School District every day. 

2021 presented new challenges for our 
schools, teachers, and the RIMEF. We 
are tremendously grateful for your 
continued generosity over the past 12 
months. Thank you for your support 
and for investing in the education of 
the 6,304 students we serve.

Rock Island-Milan Education Foundation 
2101 Sixth Avenue, Rock Island, IL  61201 | rimef@rimsd41.org. | 309.581.2154 | www.rimef.org


