
Austin Academic Achievement Awards 
and

RIMEF Scholarships

41st AnnualThank You to our Contributors

May 13, 2021

Austin Academic Achievement Top Ten Awards 
Recognition of the Top Ten Freshmen, Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors

Austin Academic Achievement Departmental Awards 
Scholarships totaling $21,600 awarded to Seniors from eight Academic Areas

Rock Island-Milan Education Foundation Scholarships 
$71,700 in scholarships awarded to the Class of 2021

The Austin Academic Achievement Awards program is made possible by 
contributions from individual, family, and business donors

The 2021 RIMEF AAAA and Scholarships Video was created and sponsored by:

Rock Island-Milan Education Foundation Board of Directors:

Monta Ponsetto, Executive Director 

Donations received
5/10/2020-5/9/2021

$1,000+
Ann Austin
RI-Milan Booster Club
William J. Schwegler
Valley Construction
dphilms

$500 – $999
Nanette Albracht
Carl Boetticher
Nita Eagle-Frink & Robert Frink
GECU – Gas & Electric Credit Union
IMEG Corporation
Joannides Family Foundation
Janet & Norm Moline
Nikulski Financial, Inc.
Sue & Mike Oberhaus
Linda & Gary Rowe
Wendel Swan
Patty & Craig Tillman
Jean Kuehl Tuech

$250 – $499
Richard Arnell
Carol & Earnest Beane
BITCO Insurance
Danielle & Jeremy Blackwood
Beverly & Duane Bonsall
Bowman Accounting
Barb & Brian Cady
Crawford Company
Sue & Al Fensterbusch
Monique & Ian Frink
Group O, Inc.
Sheila & Paul Guse
Julie & Paul Hansen
Rose Ann & Jim Hass
I.B.E.W. Local Union #145
IMPACT: Illowa Construction Labor

& Management Council
Linda & Russ Kennel
Becca & Jared Kitterman
Marion Lardner
Cindy & Fred Lukasik
Earle McBride
Geralyn & John McEvoy
Helen & Gary Miner
Modern Woodmen of America
Sarah & David Moline
Mary Osborn
Ginny & Ed Payton
Monta & Mike Ponsetto
Nancy Schwegler
Thomas Schwegler
Carolyn Eagle & Rick Simmon
Georgia & Bob Steeber
Elizabeth Eagle & James Teros
Sara & Mike Thoms
Virdi Eye Clinic
Colette & John Westensee

Vicki Wetzel
W.F. Scott Decorating, Inc.
Whitey’s Ice Cream
Cheryl Faidley & Dee Ahuja

$100 – $249
Phyllis Ahlstrand
Allmakes Office Furniture
Bruce Andich
Marsha Ash
Elise Ashpole
Julie & Dean Bacon
Ann Balderson
Bob Barton
Dorothy Beck
Nancy & Larry Bennett
Christie & Patrick Berryhill
Blackhawk Bank & Trust
Julie & Bob Blew
Virginia Blinn
Judy & Bob Blomgren
Marji & Pryce Boeye
Gertrude & Walter Braud
Mark Brooks
Brenda & Alan Carmen
Carpentier, Mitchell, Goddard, & Co.
Nancy & George Coin
Shirley & Richard Cole
Kathleen & Robert Connell
Diane & Terry Crawford
Lorrie & Pete Dasso
Kathy & Dan Davis
Candy Canik & Dave Dehnel
Roxie & Paul Delcourt
Becky & David Deopere
Lori Lefstein & Michael Diamond
Patricia & Lowell Dorman
Marie & Achiel Dupont
Marilou & Charles Dyson
Suzanne & Jim Eagle
Karen & John Frieden
Dara Wegman-Geedey & Kevin  

Geedey
Hammar & Associates
M Joyce Hanna
Charles Hanssen
Sandy Hass
Connie Hayek
Michael Higgins
Lorey Moore Hillyer
Mary Hines
Hungry Hobo
The Original Huckleberry’s Great

Pizza & Calzones
Illinois Casualty Company
Alice & Randy Jacobs
Susan & Jerry Janecke
Lana & Steven Johannes
Carol & Ted Johnson
Joelyn & Bill Kempf
Mindelle Kershner
Kayleen & Roger Kessler
Susan & Peter Kivisto
Carol & Gary Kramer

Langman Construction
Ruth & Dan Lee
Harry Lester
Lisa & Jon Loquist
Nancy Luckenbill
Lundgren Family Chiropractic
Patricia & Mike Matson
Lois & Ben McAdams
McCarthy, Callas, & Feeney, P.C.
Jane McGinnis
Diane & Greg Moroni
Carroll & Vicky Morrow
Bob Motz
Ronna & Stephen Nitekman
Karen & Peter Nyman
Jeanne & David O’Melia
Dimitri Papageorgiou
Barbara & Robert Park
Patricia Barron & Keith Petersen
Virginia Johnson & Don Peterson
Anna & Mike Philhower
Karen & John Phillips
Cynthia & Steve Pressly
Quad City Orthodontics
Rafferty Funeral Home
Annie Robinson
Jean & Tom Roche
Teresa & Dave Rockwell
Anne & Mario Rodriguez
Barbara & Phillip Salstrom
Alexandra Choroshenko  

Sandway-Gutekunst
Sanitary Cleaners
Debbie & Mark Schwiebert
Nancy & Jack Schick
EH Schroder Insurance Agency
Kathee & Steve Seiver
Cosette Shrader
Diane & John Slover
Gary Snyder
Bill Stengel
Sandy Stoit
Jane & Dave Strickler
Nancy Strohl
Debbi & Bob Swanson
Erlane Tait
Molly Teigland
Bill Thonn
Marie & Richard Timmer
Betty Lou & Lee Tobin
Shari & Robert Tomich
Sue Traver
Alice & Kevin Traylor
Tri-City Building & Construction

Trades Council
Jan & Jerry Tutskey
Kym & Jeff Vandygriff
Maura & Jacob Vroman
Lois Wehner
Sandy & Don Wentler
Wheelan-Pressly Funeral Homes
Linda & Robert Wilson
Don Woooten
Mary & Seiji Yoshioka

Deloros Young

$50 – $99
Mary & Alan Andich
Barbara & Lawrence Ashpole
Marge & Fred Attwood
Mary Bartman
Laura & Louis Belby
Mary & Bruce Boehm
Emilie Braughton
Christine & Joel Chapman
Jean Dasso
Gail & Mark DeBarr
Alan Dockterman
Carol Drish
Karen Erickson
Dan Fay
Loren & Patricia Flater
Glenna & Randy Friel
Janice & Greg Golz
Carol & Bill Greathouse
Nancy & Ed Hanna
Kathy & Don Healy
Dora Hoben
Julie & Doug Humphrey
Rita Beardslee Ingwersen
Robin & Bill Jorgesen
Peggy & Ed Lieblein
Linda C. Lindy
Carla & Tom McGreevey
Nancy McManus
Karen & Jerry Murphy 
Susan & Gregory Murphy
Mary & Jeff Newcomb
Dee & Paul Noe
Picture Perfect Travel
Barbara Waters Pitz
Vernon Redd, Sr.
Sandra Reid
Frank Robinson
Robert Shuda
Martha & Gerald Taylor
Liz Thulin
Dorothy & Jeff Tubbs
Margaret Tweet
John Wetzel
Christy & Thom Wignall
Barbara & Frank Youngquist
Joyce & Preston Zawada

Up to $49
Rita Currier
Wanda Kinnan Fordham
Toni & Steve Gasper
Rita Greathouse
Pat & John Henneman
Susan & Wesley Llewellyn
Rita & Bill Martin
Marge Early Scharer
Susan Sikkema
Mary Ann & Randy Slusser
Mike Soboroff
Richard Thomas
Brenda & John Turnbull
Gloria & Steve Wisley

John Phillips, President
Steve Andich
Bryan Blew

Pryce T. Boeye
Barb Cady
Zach Edwards

Chris Elsberg
Jerry Jones
Dr. Reginald Lawrence

Cindy Lukasik
Shellee Showalter
Bob Swanson



RI-Milan Education Foundation ScholarshipsAustin Academic Achievement Awards

Charles O. Austin Leadership Scholarship – $2,000 
Honoring Charles O. Austin, Jr. and Charles O. Austin, III  
Recipient: Calvin Banks
Carole S. Barkan Scholarship – $500 
In memory of Carole’s life devoted to advocating for students
Recipient: Kaylea Roessler
Boeye Family Scholarship – $1,000 
Established by the family to recognize involvement in extra-curriculars and
the community  
Recipient: Colton Sigel
Grant W. and Virginia M. Brissman Scholarship - $4,000 
Established by the Rock Island-Milan Education Foundation to honor the Brissmans
Recipient: Maura Chandler
Class of 1961 Scholarship – $1,250 each 
Established and funded by the Class of 1961 
Recipients: Jaylen Brozovich, Maura Chandler, Ravon Johnson-Taylor, Chloe Killian, 
Abbigale Rasmussen, Colton Sigel, Erin Teggatz, Ashley Testa
Class of 1963 “First in the Family” Scholarship - $1,000 
Established and funded by the Class of 1963 
Recipient: Ravon Johnson-Taylor
Class of 1965 - $500 
Established and funded by the Class of 1965 
Recipient: Marriyon Rogers
Stanley H. Coin Business Scholarship - $1,000 
Established by American Bank & Trust to honor Stanley H. Coin
Recipient: Trevor Beckman
Donald E. Devinney Business and Business Education Scholarship - $4,000 
Established by former RIHS business teacher Mr. Don Devinney 
Recipient: Trevor Beckman
Barbara Fackel AVID Scholarship - $1,000 
In memory of Barbara for a student completing 4 years of the AVID program 
Recipient: Kristina Smith
Ben D. and Nancy K. Brown Farrar Scholarship - $2,000 
Established by former RIMSD teacher Nancy K. Brown Farrar
Recipient: Gabriel Nightingale
Rick Gilliland Scholarship - $500 
In memory of teacher Rick Gilliland – for a student attending Black Hawk College 
Recipient: Abbigale Rasmussen
Ray and Elva Haberthur Memorial Scholarship - $2,000 
Established to honor the long-time Rock Island contributors 
Recipient: Ravon Johnson-Taylor
Hass Family Scholarship - $1,000 
Established by the family in honor of Mary and Art Hass 
Recipient: Charly Heber-Spates
Heart of a “Rock” Scholarship - $1,000 
Established by 2010 alum Megan Wilson and Triona Roberts. For a student who
has a family member struggling with a major illness. 
Recipient: Bell New
Amy Helpenstell Liberal Arts Scholarship – $1,000 
Honoring Rocky and Augustana College graduate, Amy Helpenstell
Recipient: Jonathan Knuth
Derek James Jackson Art Scholarship - $500 
Established for a student who has participated in the Rocky art curriculum 
Recipient: Riley Ellis
Tyler John Memorial Scholarship - $1,000 
In memory of Tyler for a student in band and/or orchestra
Recipient: Lainey Benson
Jumer’s Casino and Hotel Scholarship – 3 awards
For students demonstrating academic and social achievement 
Recipient, $3,000 award: Say Say 
Recipient, $2,000 award: JaRaya Carr
Recipient, $1,000 award: Blake Zahner
Judith A. Katz Scholarship - $4,000 
In memory of Judith for a student exhibiting outstanding academic achievement
Recipient: Donovan Garro

Donavin J. Keim Scholarship – $500 each 
Funded by the family in memory of the former student athlete
Recipient, Football: Jaylen Brozovich 
Recipient, Wrestling: Kyle Gant
R. Decker Magee Memorial Scholarship - $500
Established in memory of RIHS graduate Decker Magee
Recipient: Evan Elliott
The Marler Clark Science Scholarship - $2,000 
Established to aid a student pursuing a degree in science 
Recipient: Allyson Smithson
Mollie Montgomery Scholarship - $2,000 
Established by the Rock Island-Milan Education Foundation for a student
entering a medical field 
Recipient: Sher Lei
Herb Niemann Scholarship - $1,200 
In memory of former teacher and principal Herb Niemann
Recipient: Eleanor Blew
Charlie White/Richard Klatt Purple Tuna Creativity Scholarship - $500 
Established by ’83 grad Cary Hinze in honor of his RIHS art teachers 
Recipient: Alisia Sarver
Darrell and Mary Anne Reynolds Scholarship - $1,000 
Established by the Reynolds to reward a hardworking student
Recipient: Andrea Rangel
Darrell and Mary Anne Reynolds Automotive Scholarship - $1,000 
For a student who will work with the automotive industry
Recipient: Gabriel Nightingale
Miles W. Rich Family Scholarship - $4,000 
Established by Mr. Rich for a student who will major in Business Administration
Recipient: Kristina Smith
Jayovontae “Jaree” Roberts Scholarship - $500 each 
Funded by family and friends to honor former student Jaree Roberts
Recipient, Education: Chloe Killian 
Recipient, Music: Emma Widick
Rock Island-Milan Education Foundation Scholarship - $1,000 each 
3 scholarships funded by the Rock Island-Milan Education Foundation
Recipient, 4-year College: Noah Rettig
Recipient, 2-year College: Logan Wyers
Recipient, Vocational: Payton Cassidy
Rock Island Rotary “Service Above Self” Scholarship - $1,000 
For demonstrating service to the community and living the Rotary 4-Way Test 
Recipient: Cassidy DeMeyer
Rock Island Township Scholarship - $1,000 
To support a student residing in RI Township and attending an Illinois college 
Recipient: Emma Widick
Chet Schultz Scholarship - $1,000 
Established in memory of longtime Rocky wrestling coach and teacher Chet Schultz 
Recipient: Kyle Gant
Terry Stephens Memorial Scholarship - $500 each 
Established to honor former baseball coach Terry Stephens
Recipient, Baseball: Ravon Johnson-Taylor
Recipient, Softball: Kaylea Roessler
Elizabeth Kennel Williams Scholarship - $1,000 
Honoring the ’86 RIHS graduate who dedicated her career to helping students
overcome challenges
Recipient: Bell New
Women’s Computer Science, Math, & IT Scholarship - $500 
Encouraging women to pursue a degree in computer science, technology, or math
Recipient: Ashley Testa
Rosemary Woodward Scholarship - $1,000 
Established with a grant from the RI Community Foundation to honor Mrs. Woodward.
The scholarship is awarded to a student who will study nursing or to be a CNA
Recipient: Emily Pearson
DW Young Memorial Scholarship - $4,000 
Established by the family in memory of DW Young, a strong supporter of RI schools
Recipient: Rachel Loomis

Freshmen:
Ali Al Janabi
Maryam Alhamdan
Joseph Allen
Fidelia Awoudi
Alyssa Balandran
Presley Behrens
Jackson Bennett
Addison Bomelyn
Kaytlyn Booras
Kal Boswell
Harrison Braddy
Michael Brose
Christopher Brown
Kylen Brozovich
Delaney Carroll
Briseyda Castaneda

Charles Conner
Leah Conner
Ntiruvakure Dinye
Josephine Driskill
Dominick Eckmann-Allred
Eva Essman
Mackenzie Farrance
Lucette Feigley
Honor Ford
Jade Gasper
Taylor Grass
Lauren Groene
Madjid Gunashev
Luke Gustafson
Dah Gay Htoo
Austin Huff

Emily Hummel
Kaitlyn Jacoby
Andrew Kerno
Joy Kitterman
Alaina Kress
Riley Levan
Caleb Lindsey
Asa Mahn
Almir Matias
Alayna McKinley
Eh Kler Moo
Lah Set Kpru Moo
Ta Ear Paw Moo
Shalom Moore
Brayden Moseley
Sandrine Nduwimana

Man Nuam
Larry Oliver
Eh Paw
Eh Ksaw Paw
Lah Hser Paw
Ely Perez
Jayden Putnam
Ian Regur
Alivia Stanley
Mary Stockdale
Lydia Thomer
Mallory Timm
Chloe Turner
Egan Westmorland
John Wilde
Mayani Wilondja

Sophomores:
Nhi Dang
Ella Hansen
Riley Hawotte

Kaylee Johnson
Madelyn Maidak
Keller Mathews

Kaylee Plohr
Natalie Pothoven
Lucas Rettig

Ethan Smithson

Juniors:
Joseph Brune
Ian Empen
Layla Eygabroad

Grace Gustafson
Ashlie Heggen
Eh Htoo

Tyana Jackson
Alaina Muller
Kamara Sakho

Olivia Sholl
Chloe Shomo

Seniors:
Renee Farmer
Kyle Gant
Donovan Garro

Rachel Loomis
Tiffany O’Leary
Macy O’Mary

Lily Paw
Noah Rettig
Say Say

Logan Wyers

Austin Academic Achievement Award Assistance:  Janet Moline

Top Ten Academic Achievers 

Scholarship Committee:
Don Wentler, Chair 
Bryan Blew

Barb Cady 
Rachel Gustafson

Jerry Jones 
Cindy Lukasik

Kym Vandygriff

Department Awards

Business
Career and Technical Education
English
Fine Arts
Math
Science
Social Sudies
World Languages

              Colton Sigel 
              Blake Zahner 
              Say Say
              Riley Ellis 
              Noah Rettig 
              Renee Farmer 
              Macy O’Mary 
              Logan Wyers 

Payton Cassidy
Ethan Hinds
Lily Paw
Calvin Banks
Tiffany O’Leary
Donovan Garro
Bujeni Itangishatse
JaRaya Carr

First Place     Second Place
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EH Schroder Insurance Agency
Kathee & Steve Seiver
Cosette Shrader
Diane & John Slover
Gary Snyder
Bill Stengel
Sandy Stoit
Jane & Dave Strickler
Nancy Strohl
Debbi & Bob Swanson
Erlane Tait
Molly Teigland
Bill Thonn
Marie & Richard Timmer
Betty Lou & Lee Tobin
Shari & Robert Tomich
Sue Traver
Alice & Kevin Traylor
Tri-City Building & Construction
 Trades Council
Jan & Jerry Tutskey
Kym & Jeff Vandygriff
Maura & Jacob Vroman
Lois Wehner
Sandy & Don Wentler
Wheelan-Pressly Funeral Homes
Linda & Robert Wilson
Don Woooten
Mary & Seiji Yoshioka

Deloros Young

$50 – $99
Mary & Alan Andich
Barbara & Lawrence Ashpole
Marge & Fred Attwood
Mary Bartman
Laura & Louis Belby
Mary & Bruce Boehm
Emilie Braughton
Christine & Joel Chapman
Jean Dasso
Gail & Mark DeBarr
Alan Dockterman
Carol Drish
Karen Erickson
Dan Fay
Loren & Patricia Flater
Glenna & Randy Friel
Janice & Greg Golz
Carol & Bill Greathouse
Nancy & Ed Hanna
Kathy & Don Healy
Dora Hoben
Julie & Doug Humphrey
Rita Beardslee Ingwersen
Robin & Bill Jorgesen 
Peggy & Ed Lieblein
Linda C. Lindy
Carla & Tom McGreevey
Nancy McManus
Karen & Jerry Murphy 
Susan & Gregory Murphy
Mary & Jeff Newcomb
Dee & Paul Noe
Picture Perfect Travel
Barbara Waters Pitz
Vernon Redd, Sr.
Sandra Reid
Frank Robinson
Robert Shuda
Martha & Gerald Taylor
Liz Thulin
Dorothy & Jeff Tubbs
Margaret Tweet
John Wetzel
Christy & Thom Wignall
Barbara & Frank Youngquist
Joyce & Preston Zawada

Up to $49
Rita Currier
Wanda Kinnan Fordham
Toni & Steve Gasper
Rita Greathouse
Pat & John Henneman
Susan & Wesley Llewellyn
Rita & Bill Martin
Marge Early Scharer
Susan Sikkema
Mary Ann & Randy Slusser
Mike Soboroff
Richard Thomas
Brenda & John Turnbull
Gloria & Steve Wisley

John Phillips, President
Steve Andich
Bryan Blew

Pryce T. Boeye
Barb Cady
Zach Edwards

Chris Elsberg
Jerry Jones
Dr. Reginald Lawrence

Cindy Lukasik
Shellee Showalter
Bob Swanson




